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Introduction 
 

Teaching and learning at Ressu Comprehensive School follows the Finnish national 

core curriculum and the curricular guidelines issued by the City of Helsinki. The 

Primary Years Programme (PYP) at Ressu Comprehensive School provides the 

framework for inquiry for students aged 7-13 (grades 1-6). Learning is motivated by 

principles that are expressed in the Ressu Mission Statement:  

Ressu Comprehensive School aims to support the growth of children and young 

people into honest, responsible, cooperative, inquisitive individuals, who value a 

variety of skills and are environmentally responsible. The school aims to provide the 

students with knowledge and skills as well as prepare them for further education. The 

school aims to support the development of social skills and healthy self-esteem. 

Students are encouraged to express themselves and to be creative thinkers who 

respect and appreciate different cultures and world views.  

Ressu vision: 
We aim to nurture fairness, empathy, respect, persistence and curiosity in our Ressu 

community. It is important to us that all the members of our community feel safe and 

valued. Our students leave from our small and safe community with a readiness to 

face the wider world: “From the provincial series to the top of the world league”. 

Ressu Comprehensive School has been a member of the IB World Schools –

community since passing PYP authorization 2007. Ressu Comprehensive School is 

the only IB School offering the IB PYP and MYP also in Finnish. 

Our learning community consists of 668 students, of which 438 study in the PYP 

programme (Autumn 2021). We have ca. 50 staff members at Ressu. All students in 

the Finnish language section come from the local admission area. The English 

language acquisition classes are intended for internationally mobile families residing 

in Helsinki, and the students are subject to aptitude tests. 

In Helsinki there is a possibility to continue studies in the IB Diploma Programme. 

These Diploma Schools, however, are under different administration and our 

students, among all the other applicants, must pass the aptitude tests to be accepted 

to these further studies. 
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IB Philosophy 
 

The aim of all IB programmes is to encourage student growth towards international 

mindedness. At Ressu Comprehensive School we encourage students to become 

active and responsible members of local, national and global communities through 

supporting student development in line with the learner profile attributes:
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The PYP framework at the Ressu Comprehensive School 
 

The PYP focuses on the development of the whole child, preparing students to become active, 

caring, lifelong learners. PYP students are encouraged to demonstrate respect for themselves 

and others, and to participate in the world around them. The following is quoted from the 

ibo.org website: 

The PYP curriculum framework begins with the premise that students are agents of their 

own learning and partners in the learning process. It prioritizes people and their relationships 

to build a strong learning community. 

PYP students use their initiative to take responsibility and ownership of their learning.  By 

learning through inquiry and reflecting on their own learning, PYP students develop 

knowledge, conceptual understandings, skills and the attributes of the IB Learner profile to 

make a difference in their own lives, their communities, and beyond. 

The framework emphasizes the central principle of agency, which underpins the three pillars 

of school life: 

• the learner 

• learning and teaching 

• the learning community. 

Embedded in the framework is the recognition of the importance of fostering an individual's 

self-efficacy. Students with a strong sense of self-efficacy are active in their own learning 

and take action in their learning community. 

  

Learning and Teaching 
 

The PYP academic year is divided into six units of inquiry, which last 6-8 weeks and 

connect the Finnish national core curriculum objectives with the PYP transdisciplinary 

themes. Teaching and learning utilises the broad perspectives offered by different 

disciplines, and the expertise shared by the Ressu community. Guardians are invited 

to join in virtual open houses at the end of the units of inquiry. These open houses 

offer a covid safe sneak peek into our learning community. 

Each class has a class teacher and several subject teachers. Subject teachers work 

in close collaboration with the class teachers in order to find meaningful connections 

between their discipline and the units of inquiry. Some independent subject content 

is also learnt separate from the units of inquiry.  

The number of subject teachers increases in the final year of the PYP, as the students 

choose their optional courses. Learning takes place in mixed age, stream and gender 

groups. Students and teachers use Finnish and English to access the course content. 

Who we are Where we are 
in place and 
time 

How we 
express 
ourselves 

How the world 
works 

How we 
organise 
ourselves 

Our shared 
planet 

The International Baccalaureate® (IB) Primary Years Programme (PYP) is underpinned by six 

transdisciplinary themes around which learning is planned

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/primary-years-programme/curriculum/the-learner/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/primary-years-programme/curriculum/learning-and-teaching/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/primary-years-programme/curriculum/the-learning-community/
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Skills and Aims for transversal learning competences 

 

Skill development is essential in all the IB programmes. At Ressu, Thinking, Social, 

Self-Management, Research and Communication skills are aligned with the seven 

transversal learning competences stated in the National Core Curriculum  

• T1 Thinking and learning to learn 

• T2 Cultural competence, interaction and expression skills 

• T3 Managing daily life and taking care of oneself 

• T4 Multiliteracy 

• T5 ICT competence 

• T6 Work life competence and entrepreneurship 

• T7 Participation, involvement and building a sustainable future 

These skills are expressed in the Ressu Skill Path. Students get feedback on these 

skills on a regular basis. The feedback can be given using different methods. Most 

often used method for giving feedback is everyday discussions between teacher and 

student and classmates during the school day or lessons. Portfolio is also a good 

tool for receiving written feedback. During the autumn semester, students get 

midterm feedback on their skills in Wilma. Some subject discipline assessments 

include also space for skill assessment.  

PYP Exhibition 
In the final year of the PYP, students, carry out an extended, in-depth, collaborative 

project known as the PYP exhibition. 

This involves students working collaboratively to conduct an in-depth inquiry into real 

life issues or problems.  Students collectively synthesise their learning in the PYP in 

ways that can be shared with the whole school community. 

The two-day long exhibition is presented in the spring term at the same time with the 

MYP Personal project and the School’s Open House Days. It represents a unique 

and significant opportunity for students to exhibit the attributes of the IB learner 

profile developed throughout their engagement with the PYP. 

 

Assessment in the PYP 
Ressu is an IB World School and a Helsinki city school. Assessment is ongoing, 

formative and student self-assessment plays an important role in the learning. 

Student, parent and teacher meet annually during learning discussions, which are 

held in the Spring term. At the end of autumn term, the students receive mid term 

assessment, and at the end of the academic year they receive end of year report 

cards, both of which follow the format given by the city of Helsinki.  

https://www.ibo.org/benefits/learner-profile/
https://www.ibo.org/benefits/learner-profile/
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