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Our goal is that our stakeholders 
are committed to Helsinkiôs 
sustainability work and are 
taking concrete actions towards 
more sustainable solutions and 
choices.

We want to support local 
businesses in growing their 
competitive advantage through 
sustainability, and better 
communicate their sustainability 
work.



How to use: 
Sustainability Toolkit

1. A useful tool for your everyday sales work or communication with 

your customers and stakeholders.

2. A quick way to find:  

Åwhat is Helsinkiôs sustainability work about ïactions & goals 

Åfacts and figures

Årankings. 

3. Get examples on: 

Åhow to use the information in your own social media channels 

Åquick links to useful material. 

(c) Jules Hatfield & Christine Williams / 

Helsinki Partners



Sustainable 
Helsinki:

In a nutshell



City Strategy 2021ï2025 

We will move our deadline for achieving carbon neutrality forward five years to 2030 and renew our 
Carbon-neutral Helsinki Action Plan. A goal to attain carbon zero status by 2040 will also be set. .

An appealing city also attracts travellers. We will develop Helsinki into the smartest and most 
sustainable travel destination.

Helsinki actively protects and nurtures its diverse natural environment. We will expand our networks 
of forests and fields and ensure that every city resident lives in close proximity to nature.

We will all have to adapt to the consequences of our planetôs climate crisis. The health, property 
and way of life of Helsinkiôs inhabitants must be protected. The goal is to prepare Helsinki well for 
extreme weather phenomena and their indirect effects.

Sustainable growth is in balance with the prevailing ecological limitations, creating benefits that are 
socially, financially and culturally sustainable. We are proud to continue to evaluate and guide the 
development of Helsinki in line with the UN's Sustainable Development Goals. 

© Jussi Hellsten / City of Helsinki 



Climate change is one of the 
central drivers of change 
affecting quality of life globally. 
Ecological thinking is strongly 
present in everyday life in 
Helsinki, and the city places 
great emphasis on encouraging 
environmentally-friendly 
lifestyles. 

© Jussi Hellsten / City of Helsinki 



The air quality is superb, clean water is abundant, and there are 
quiet spots everywhere, even in the city centre. The city is 
designed to be walked or biked in ïso no need to sit in traffic 
jams breathing in fumes.

© Tern Bicycles 



Helsinki is also one of the 
few capital cities in the world 
where real nature is so close 
to its inhabitants. With 40 % 
of the city consisting of green 
areas, along with 130 km of 
seashore open to all, this 
means you always have the 
option of taking some time out 
and reconnecting with nature. 

© Miikka Pirinen / Helsinki Partners 



An atmosphere that motivates less 
consumption, construction efforts that 
consider sustainable development, 
and ambitious climate aims make 
Helsinki a model city of sustainable 
development and a European 
pioneer in sustainable urban 
development.

© Jussi Hellsten / City of Helsinki 



Achievements, 
rankings & PR



Helsinki facts & figures: climate and environment

40 % of the city 

consists of green

areas.

70% of the hotel rooms 

in Helsinki are certified 

as environmentally 

friendly.

The highest quality of 

water among European 

capitals (Treated.com) 

The average Helsinki 

local commutes for 

just 26 minutes a day.

Helsinki ïpart of the 

A List of the worldôs 

leading climate cities
(CDP, Carbon Disclosure Project, 2020) 

130 km seashore for 

everybody to use.

1200 km of maintained 

cycle lanes.

100 % of major 

congress venues 

environmentally 

certified.

Finland 7th in the world 

when measured by 

environmental health.
(Environmental Performance 

Index 2020)

Helsinki 3rd in Europe in 

achievement of sustainable 

development goals 
(2019 SDG Index European 

Cities)

Finland #1 in the total 

progress towards 

achieving all 17 SDGs
(SDG Index 2021) 

Intact forest 3km from 

the city centre. 

One of the most 

popular city bike 

systems in the world.

34 quiet areas in the 

midst of the city.

Finland #2 in the 

Sustainable Travel Index.
(Euromonitor, 2021)

Helsinki ranks 16th in 

sustainability among 

destinations.
(GDS Index, 2021)

Over 100 parks open 

to all 24/7.

99 % of public 

transport departures 

take place on time.

All rail traffic runs on 

sustainably produced 

electricity.

Helsinki #1 in the Expat 

Insider, Environment & 

Sustainability report.
(InterNations, 2020)

5th best air quality in 

global comparison of 

capitals 
(IQAir 2019)

Over 60 nature 

reserves in the city 

area.

Easy access to islands 

by public transport.

Every local lives 10 km 

from sea shore.

The 4th best public 

transport in Europe 
(BEST 2021)

Sources: Helsinki Facts & Figures 2021, HSL 

https://www.treated.com/blog/europes-healthiest-capital-city
https://www.cdp.net/en
https://epi.yale.edu/epi-results/2020/component/epi
https://eu-dashboards.sdgindex.org/
https://www.sdgindex.org/reports/sustainable-development-report-2021/
https://go.euromonitor.com/white-paper_Travel-and-Tourism-21-03-12_Top-Countries-for-Sustainable-Tourism.html
https://www.gds.earth/2021-results/
https://www.internations.org/expat-insider/
https://www.myhelsinki.fi/en/work-and-study/helsinki-freedom/some-of-the-cleanest-air-in-the-world
http://benchmarkingpublictransport.org/


How to use: 
Facts & figures for social 
media
1. Pick a fact/ranking and embed it with your own message or use it as 

such to tell your stakeholders about sustainable Helsinki. 

2. Choose a photo of your liking from the Helsinki Material Bank. You can 

also use the pre-selected photo collections on different themes, such 

as sustainability.  

3. Add a link to sustainability related content from MyHelsinki.fi or to one 

of your own choosing.

© Flow Festival, Jussi Hellsten / 

Helsinki Partners 



Example: Helsinki related content



Example: Helsinki related content + your 
own sustainability message



How to use: 
Helsinki Material Bank 
1. Browse, pick and use. The Helsinki Material Bank offers high quality images, 

raw video material, press releases, statistics and brochures about Helsinki. No log-in 

is required, so you can download and share content immediately and with ease.

2. Collect and save for later. You can collect also your favorite sustainability 

themed photos and save them in the My Selection basket. Every selection gets a 

unique url. In order to access your selection later, save this url. Instead of 

downloading media one-by-one, do a quick and easy mass download here.

3. Choose from a pre-selected image collection. We have collected sets of 

images for you according to different themes. If youôre in a hurry or canôt find a 

suitable image, try our photo selections for Sustainability, Nature, space and silence

and Smart city.

© Jussi Hellsten / Helsinki Partners 

https://materialbank.myhelsinki.fi/
https://materialbank.myhelsinki.fi/selection/
https://helsinki.qbank.se/mb/?h=dece00403df7ebfb8357d84cb5cdf729
https://helsinki.qbank.se/mb/?h=3a4717aaf02294251963039a76b00d00
https://helsinki.qbank.se/mb/?h=951dcd764ffb52e6fca8c2e84c995c2b


Helsinki has the 
highest quality of 

water among 
European 
capitals.

Treated.com

© Julia Kivelä / Visit Finland 


