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Background: The Carbon-neutral Helsinki 2035 Action Plan

• Approved in December 2018

• The aim is to reduce CO2 emissions

by 80 % from the levels of 1990, 

remaining 20 % will be compensated

for

• Includes 147 actions

Action 114: A road map for circular 

economy and sharing economy will 

be created



Four focus areas

• Construction

• Procurements

• Green waste

• Sharing economy and new business 

opportunities in circular economy
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About the structure
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• Time span to 2035 after The Carbon-

neutral Helsinki 2035 Action Plan

• Advancement step by step, through 

interim goals

• Includes 31 concrete actions, now set 

for 2020 – 2025   update

You can find the roadmap here!

https://www.hel.fi/static/kanslia/Julkaisut/the-city-of-helsinkis-roadmap-for-circular-and-sharing-economy.pdf


Examples of 
goals and 

actions
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• The built environment accounts for 

about 50% of all extracted material

• the construction sector is responsible 

for over 35% of the EU’s total waste 

generation

• Greenhouse gas emissions from 

material extraction, manufacturing of 

construction products, construction 

and renovation of buildings are 

estimated at 5-12% of total national 

GHG emissions

• Greater material efficiency could 

save 80% of those emissions

European Commission: A new Circular Economy 

Action Plan For a cleaner and more competitive 

Europe
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Construction: Actions for 2020–2025

15. Preparing and adopting an operating 

model for reusing furniture and building 

parts from demolition and renovation 

projects. 

Party responsible: Buildings and Public 

Areas / Built Assets Management / 

Construction Contracting / Housing 

Production, Heka, Services and Permits / 

Building Control

Schedule: 2020 - 2023
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“Public authorities, including 

the EU institutions, should lead 

by example and ensure that 

their procurement is green.” 
European Commission: The European 

Green Deal

“Public authorities’ purchasing 

power represents 14% of EU 

GDP and can serve as a 

powerful driver of the demand 

for sustainable products.”
European Commission: A new Circular 

Economy Action Plan For a cleaner and more 

competitive Europe



9

Procurements: Actions for 2020–2025

17. Before procuring new indoor or 

outdoor furniture, the client will examine 

the furniture available on the City’s 

recycling website and primarily use this 

recycled furniture. Next, the client will 

examine the opportunities of procuring the 

furniture second-hand, through renting 

or as a service. This policy will be 

included in the City’s procurement strategy 

and the division-specific procurement 

instructions. 

Party responsible: Procurements and Tendering, all 

divisions and City enterprises

Schedule: 2020 - 2021
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Green waste: Actions for 2020–2025

25. Developing an operating model for 

the City for processing green waste 

and producing culture media.

Party responsible: Land Use and City 

Structure, Buildings and Public Areas / 

Maintenance, Stara

Schedule: 2022 - 2023

Photo: Lauri Rotko, Helsinki Marketing



Monitoring of 
the actions
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A monitoring tool like the 

Helsinki Climate Watch 

will be established for 

follow up of the actions in 

the roadmap

https://www.hel.fi/uutiset/en/kaupunginkanslia/helsinki-introduces-the-climate-watch-to-keep-you-posted-on-the-emissions-reductions
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Thank you!
Leona Silberstein

leona.silberstein@hel.fi
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