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Stretching the 

imagination of  

the possible



Hearing the 

real questions 

the future is 

asking you





JON RICHARDSON AND THE FUTURENAUTS



HOW IN TROUBLE ARE WE?





What was the 
average global 

temperature 
in 2023?

14ºC



What was the 
average global 

temperature 
11,000 years 

ago in the 
last Ice Age?

8ºC
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Kylie Minogue’s ‘Matesong’ Visit Australia ‘Philausophy’ campaign



“FFS! It’s not climate change. It’s just heat and drought and fires”







1.2B climate refugees 
displaced by 2050



“We can survive, but to do so will 
require a planned and deliberate 
migration of a kind humanity has 
never before undertaken”

Gaia Vince





WHY ARE WE IN TROUBLE?





“There are unintended 
consequences to everything”

Steve Jobs





70% UK flights taken by 15% of the population





OVERTOURISM: “Loving the world to death”















“An increase in efficiency in 
resource use will generate an 

increase in resource consumption 
rather than a decrease”

Jevon’s Paradox

1865









WILLFUL BLINDNESS

Willful blindness is a legal principle – you 
are responsible if you could have known, 

and should have known, something which 
instead you strove not to see



"There comes a point where we 
need to stop just pulling people 

out of the river. 

We need to go upstream and find 
out why they're falling in.”

Desmond Tutu



HOW DO WE GET OURSELVES OUT OF TROUBLE?



“The truth won’t set us free until 
we develop the skills, the habit, 
the talent, the moral courage to 
use it.

Uncertainty is what gives us 
agency, and is an opportunity for 
change and choice”

Margaret Heffernan



CONFIDENCE RISK-TAKINGADAPTABILITYSPONTANEITY

“You can’t fix uncertainty…but you can change your relationship to it”



LOW UNCERTAINTY TOLERANCE HIGH UNCERTAINTY TOLERANCE

SELF-DOUBT
INDECISION
EXHAUSTION
CLOSED-MINDEDNESS
RISK AVERSION
ISOLATIONISM

SELF-BELIEF
EMPATHY
PROBLEM-SOLVING
DECISION-MAKING
INNOVATION
EFFICACY







Moral imagination 
is the ability to be 

simultaneously 
ethical and 
successful…

…by envisioning 
new and creative 

alternatives



“We need to 
recognize that the 
ship must be rebuilt”

Erinch Sahan
Doughnut Economics Lab







Brave

Dead



“The planet does not need to be saved. Or rescued. 
Or even changed. Our planet needs to be loved.” 
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REGENERATIVE TOURISM 
IS THE ONLY FUTURE



“To love a place 
is not enough. 
We must find 
ways to heal it.”

Robin Wall 
Kimmerer



ANTHROPOCENTRIC IN SERVICE TO…ECOCENTRIC



“Tourism as a 
resource…in service to 
global transformation”

Mikkel Aaro-Hansen
Wonderful Copenhagen 
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“The most common way 

people give up their 

power is by thinking they 

don’t have any.”

- Alice Walker







‘The wise learn from the past

The brave learn from the future’







“The future’s out 
there…it’s just not 

evenly distributed yet” 
    

  William Gibson

“The collapse is out 
there…it’s just not 

evenly distributed yet” 
    

  William Gibson





Älä pidä kynttilääsi vakan alla!



Climate change means loving the world. 
And holding your neighbours close. 





DON’T FLY 
TO FINLAND



PROJECTED HOPE PROJECTED HOPELESSNESS

False optimism
Promise to ‘Fix’
Revolutionaries
Messiahs

Fatalism
Hedonism

Nihilism
Misanthropy

Humour
Humility
Hyper self-reflectivity



EMBRACE UNCERTAINTY
REGENERATIVE MINDSET

BOLD STORYTELLING



Guovssahasat



Investing in the Future: 
Sailing close to the winds of change

Ed Gillespie
CityWire
November 2021

ONLY THE…

…IS INTERESTING





Thank you
Ed Gillespie
@frucool

“Allow the world’s flaws 
and beauty to seep into 
your soul”

Flemmich Webb, The Independent
Review of ‘Only Planet’
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