










90 K r u u n u v u o r e n r a n t a

Kruunuvuorenselkä \  The Kruunuvuorenselkä seascape is the maritime 
centre of Helsinki both geographically and historically. The buildings along 
the shoreline reflect the history of the city from its original foundation to the 
present day. The residential area of Kruunuvuorenranta will represent the 
eastern façade of this stretch of water. Three public transport bridges will 
be built over the water to connect Kruunuvuorenranta with the city centre.
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Tram to the city centre \ Min.

Ferry to the Market Square \ Min.
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92 K r u u n u v u o r e n r a n t a Kruunuvuorenranta in facts and figures

Lighting \  The district will stand out on the Helsinki shore- 
line thanks to special lighting along the costline and on the 
architectural and natural highlights. Artistic light instal-
lations will also be set up along the shoreline, and events 
related to the theme of light could also be staged here.
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Kruunuvuori  hill \  Kruunuvuori’s steep granite cliffs and the old 
manor house grounds behind them create a 20-hectare recreational 
area at the northern end of the district. At the centre of the forested 
area is the beautiful Kruunuvuorenlampi pond, which has been 
maintained in its natural condition. The wooden villas, historical founda-
tions and disused gardens could all be used for recreational purposes. 
The possibility of reviving the villa culture is being looked into.
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Rantavyöhyke,  townhouse-korttelit \  Apartment buildings will 
be situated on the western shoreline facing the city centre, while 
townhouses will be located along the pier-like seaside promenade. 
The aim is to create waterfront buildings that rise up from the shore, 
offering a view to the sea even from buildings in the interior. The 
Helsinki Townhouse architectural competition was held in spring 
2010 to find new designs that would fit in with the urban environment 
in Helsinki both culturally and in terms of the urban landscape.

5Haakoninlahti  square \  The square at the head of the Haakoninlahti bay 
will offer a view to the sea in the direction of Suomenlinna to the south and 
the city centre to the west. Residential buildings, restaurants, cafés and 
other services will be situated around the square. The seaside promenade 
on the western shoreline will include a marina and a quay for waterbuses 
to and from the Market Square in the city centre. The rocky headlands will 
remain, integrating the archipelago scenery with the built environment.
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Oil terminal structures \  The oil terminal and its storage tanks have long 
been part of the maritime scenery of Kruunuvuorenranta as viewed from 
the city centre. The oil terminal structures will be maintained as reminders 
of the area’s industrial history. A storage tank atop Kruunuvuori hill could 
be converted into an observation tower. A storage tank by the waterfront 
could be converted into an event venue and light installation. Three smaller 
storage tanks could be moved to public spaces as info pavilions or kiosks. 
The loading quays could be used for recreational purposes, sunbathing 
and fishing. A summer café or public sauna could also be built atop these 
sturdy structures. A student competition was held together with the Helsinki 
School of Art and Design to find new uses for the oil terminal structures.
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Haakoninlahti  bay – Multistore apartment buildnings \  
The residential buildings in Haakoninlahti will be built on a varied terrain. 
Different types and heights of buildings will be combined within the neigh-
bourhood. Competitions will be held to find new experimental dwelling 
solutions as part of the City of Helsinki’s Multistore apartment build-
nings, developing project (“Kehittyvä kerrostalo”). The apartments will 
have fine views to the sea and feature rooftop terraces and gardens.
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Vesikorttelit – the water quarter \  The “Vesikorttelit” water quarter 
of Koirasaari is situated on two partly manmade islands that are separated 
from the mainland by canals. Townhouses and apartments will be situated 
along the canals, and some plots could even have their own beach including 
a floating terrace. Space has also been reserved along the shoreline 
for floating houses. A line of apartment buildings connected with the 
embankment park is planned to provide protection against harsh weather 
from the sea. The buildings will mirror the historical maritime fortress of 
Suomenlinna. A marina is planned for the southern tip of the island.

9Vallipuisto embankment park \  Viewed from the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site of Suomenlinna, the residential sections 
of Kruunuvuorenranta will be behind the Vallipuisto 
embankment park on the southwest shore of Koirasaari. 
The plans for the park are based on the foundations and 
other structures of the oil storage tanks in the area.
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102 K r u u n u v u o r e n r a n t a

Stansvik \  Stansvik Manor House is an intact and well preserved area of 
cultural, historic and architectural significance that will be used in the future 
for recreational purposes. The construction of Kruunuvuorenranta will bring 
many more visitors to the area. The manor house will remain in use as a 
summer residence for employees of the City of Helsinki, while its recrea-
tional opportunities will be expanded. The surrounding sea and shoreline, the 
diverse nature, the historic buildings and the recreational grounds provide the 
basis for developing Stansvik into the main recreational area in Laajasalo.
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Southern shore and islets \  The natural sand beach surrounded by 
pine trees has been reserved for a bathing beach and sea pool. The 
beach offers a fine view southwards to the archipelago, including the 
rocky islets of Pitkäluoto and Varisluoto. Pitkäluoto will be connected 
to the shore by a small bridge for pedestrians and cyclists. A canoeing 
centre is planned near the bathing beach, as well as a sauna village 
that would offer residents of Kruunuvuorenranta the opportunity to 
enjoy their saunas by the sea. The archipelago scenery, islets and reefs 
provide ideal conditions for water activities in summertime, as well 
as for tour skating, winter swimming and ice fishing in wintertime.
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Helsinki is going through a major process of renewal as former industrial 
and harbour areas are being transformed for new uses. The completion of 
the new harbour at Vuosaari has liberated the largest amount of space in a 
hundred years for constructing new housing and workplaces in the city. Over 
the next decades the city will have a major task with central importance 
for the urban structure as new areas are planned and built. According to 
Aristotle, a city exists not just for the sake of living, but for living well. This 
is what Helsinki is aiming to achieve – the good life! Around 20 kilometres 
of new public shoreline will be liberated for use by all of the city’s residents. 
This represents a significant addition to the shoreline paths that circle the 
peninsula. How will this improve the quality of life for residents, and what 
opportunities will it create for everyday life and enjoying the moment? The 
book “Tailwind – Helsinki Horizon 2030” provides answers to these and 
other questions.


