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HELSINKI COMMISSIONS THE SOLOMON R. GUGGENHEIM FOUNDATION TO
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OF A GUGGENHEIM MUSEUM IN FINLAND

The Guggenheim Brings Its Global Expertise to Finland’s Capital to Study
How the Nation Might Enhance Its Place in Today’s Cultural World

HELSINKI, FINLAND, January 18, 2011 – At a news conference today at Helsinki City Hall, Mayor Jussi
Pajunen and Deputy Mayor Tuula Haatainen announced that the City of Helsinki has commissioned the
Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation to conduct a concept and development study, exploring the
possibility of creating a new Guggenheim Museum in Finland.

Richard Armstrong, Director of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation and Museum, joined in making
the announcement with the Mayor.

The study, which is scheduled to be completed by the end of 2011, will explore topics including the
possible mission and structure of an innovative, multidisciplinary art museum in Finland, the form that its
exhibition and education programs might take, its prospective relationship with Helsinki’s existing visual
arts institutions, the museum’s potential economic impact and the scope of the Guggenheim
Foundation’s involvement in its operation. Beginning from a deep consideration of program and purpose,
the study will seek to imagine what a museum of the 21st century might be.

Mayor Pajunen stated, “As the capital of our country and home to its greatest concentration of art
museums, Helsinki has a special responsibility to keep improving and developing Finland’s cultural
infrastructure. It is widely recognized that cultural destinations can help drive economic growth for a
country, provided they are created within an intelligent overall plan for development. We have such a
plan—and the Guggenheim, as a truly global institution, is the ideal institution to collaborate with us in
studying how to realize our goals. This is a collaboration that can help Helsinki and Finland prosper in an
increasingly interconnected and competitive world.”

Richard Armstrong stated, “Finnish people are reluctant to boast. So let me be the one to say that
Finland is unquestionably poised for a greater role within the world’s cultural scene. Finland’s identity
has always been defined to a remarkable degree by education, architecture and design, and its vigorous,
sophisticated culture has made a mark internationally. But civic leaders, cultural observers and artists in
Finland believe much more has become possible—and we wholeheartedly agree. For the Guggenheim,
this study with Finland is a very compelling opportunity to continue our investigations into the possibilities
of global interchange, to offer the expertise our network has acquired and to work with respected fellow
museum professionals such as Helsinki’s representative to the initiative, Janne Gallen-Kallela-Sirén.”

Known internationally for its important tradition of architecture and design and outstanding musical
culture, Finland also has an active visual art scene. The Helsinki metropolitan area has approximately 70
art galleries and a strong group of museums, which include the Helsinki Art Museum; the institutions of
the Finnish National Gallery (including the Ateneum Art Museum, Museum of Contemporary Art Kiasma
and the Sinebrychoff Art Museum); and the Espoo Museum of Modern Art.
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The Finnish capital is also currently carrying out the largest urban redevelopment project in its history.
Approximately 250 hectares (620 acres) of waterfront districts in and near the city center have been
opened for residential and commercial mixed-use projects, thanks to the 2008 relocation of cargo port
operations to a new harbor to the east. Among the compact new city sections being developed will be
specialized districts concentrating in fields in which Finland has established itself internationally: the arts,
education and sciences.

According to Deputy Mayor Haatainen, “As a cultural network spread across the U.S., Europe and the
Middle East, the Guggenheim has unparalleled managerial and curatorial expertise to help us determine
how the visual arts can contribute to Helsinki’s and Finland’s position on the global map, educationally,
culturally and economically. It is uniquely qualified to understand Finland’s promise on the international
stage and help us envision the greater role that the art of our time can play in our future—a role that can
open unforeseen possibilities for visual creativity and learning, both locally and internationally.”

Representing the City of Helsinki in conducting the study will be Janne Gallen-Kallela-Sirén, Director of
the Helsinki Art Museum. “We stand at the doorstep of the most visual of centuries, and visual
communication and multimedia practices are now fundamental to advanced societies around the world,”
he stated. “The way in which visual art is integrated into society is therefore equally fundamental, and
needs to be better understood by governments and museums alike. This study will give Finland the best
possible road map to achieve this goal, and to create the conditions in which Finnish artists can better
advance themselves.”

The commencement of this concept and development study marks the first step in a multi-level process
that will advance and evolve only with the appropriate consent and endorsement at each stage. Once
the results of the study are submitted and reviewed, initial recommendations that might result regarding
a new Guggenheim Museum would be implemented upon subsequent approval by the City Council of
Helsinki and the Board of Trustees of the Guggenheim Foundation.  Under its current agreement with
the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao must also approve any
agreement under which the Guggenheim would manage or operate the new museum.

The principal managers of the study team will be Juan Ignacio Vidarte, Deputy Director and Chief Officer
for Global Strategies of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, and Ari Wiseman, Deputy Director of
the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation. Mr. Vidarte, who is also the Director General of the
Guggenheim Museum Bilbao, was intimately involved in the development of that institution and brings
extensive experience to the project.

Significant support for the study is provided by the Finnish Cultural Foundation and the Swedish Cultural
Foundation in Finland.

Professor Pirjo Ståhle, Chairwoman of the Finnish Cultural Foundation’s Board of Trustees, stated, “The
Finnish Cultural Foundation is dedicated to promoting the arts, sciences and other fields of intellectual
and cultural endeavor in Finland. This study provides the Foundation with an unique opportunity to
advance our mission, locally and internationally. The study, executed by international experts, will
provide valuable information about how best to develop Finland’s art museum field and how new types of
institutional innovations may contribute to the field’s future prosperity.”

Berndt Arell, Director of the Swedish Cultural Foundation in Finland, commented, “The essence of our
Foundation is to enhance the value and quality of living in a country with two national languages. We
strongly endorse the purpose of this study, which sees value for Finland in a diverse culture of visual
communication. The prospect of exploring what a museum of the 21st century might be is also very
exciting, a unique opportunity that can benefit all and especially the visual cultural world of Finland.”

Both Professor Ståhle and Mr. Arell will participate in the steering committee that has been organized to
follow the progress of the study.
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The decision to conduct the study developed after several months of preliminary discussions. The
agreement between the City of Helsinki and the Guggenheim to conduct the study was approved by the
Helsinki City Board on January 17. Work on the study will begin immediately.

About the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation

Founded in 1937, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation is dedicated to promoting the understanding
and appreciation of art, primarily of the modern and contemporary periods, through exhibitions,
education programs, research initiatives and publications. Currently the Solomon R. Guggenheim
Foundation owns and operates the Guggenheim Museum on Fifth Avenue in New York and the Peggy
Guggenheim Collection on the Grand Canal in Venice and provides programming and management for
the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao. The Deutsche Guggenheim in Berlin is the result of a collaboration,
begun in 1997, between the Guggenheim Foundation and Deutsche Bank. In 2013 the Guggenheim Abu
Dhabi, a 452,000-square-foot museum of modern and contemporary art designed by Frank Gehry, will
open on Saadiyat Island, adjacent to the main island of Abu Dhabi city, the capital of the United Arab
Emirates. More information about the Foundation can be found at www.guggenheim.org.

About the City of Helsinki

Helsinki is the largest city in Finland and the nation’s administrative, economic, scientific and cultural
center. It is home to several universities, including the University of Helsinki (35,000 students) and Aalto
University (20,000 students), and it ranks second among European cities in The Economist Intelligence
Unit’s Global Liveability Report (2010). The Helsinki Region is home to 1.3 million people and 700,000
jobs.

The capital of Finland is located at the heart of the fast-growing Baltic Sea region, 315 miles due east of
Stockholm, where it serves as a gateway between East and West. Several daily flights and new high-
speed trains link Helsinki to St. Petersburg, and extensive intercontinental flight connections make
Helsinki a major hub for the megacities of East Asia, serving 13 million travelers in 2010. Annually, some
9 million ferry passengers travel through the port of Helsinki. After the completion of a new cargo harbor
in 2008, vast waterfront areas in downtown Helsinki have been freed for redevelopment, further
enhancing Helsinki’s strong maritime character and making the urban structure more sustainable.

Widely known for its distinguished architecture, which ranges from neoclassical to postmodern, Helsinki
(along with its partner cities in the unified metropolitan area) was named World Design Capital for 2012
by the International Council of Societies of Industrial Design. The designation will serve as an
opportunity to seek new solutions to urban redevelopment challenges and new ways to use design to
drive economic growth and user-friendly public services. More information about the City of Helsinki can
be found at www.hel.fi.

 About the Finnish Cultural Foundation and the Swedish Cultural Foundation in Finland

The Finnish Cultural Foundation is an independent private trust. It was founded in 1939 with
collections donated by almost 200,000 Finnish citizens from all cross-sections of society. The
Foundation is presently one of Europe’s largest. Its assets amount to circa 1000 million euros, of which
almost 40 million euros are expended on grants and cultural support annually. The Foundation continues
to receive significant new donations yearly.

The Foundation is dedicated to supporting and assisting the development of Finnish sciences and arts
and cultural life. It achieves its goals by distributing grants from the Foundation’s central and 17 regional
cultural funds to individuals, working groups and communities. In recent years the Foundation has also
initiated several large-scale projects that aim to improve the well-being of cultural life in Finnish society.
These have been increasingly implemented in cooperation with the Finnish state and regional
governments. More information in English: http://www.skr.fi.
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Svenska kulturfonden (Swedish Cultural Foundation in Finland) was established in 1908 and today
consists of more than 450 individual funds created by private donors. The Svenska kulturfonden is
owned and administered by the Litteratursällskapet (The Society of Swedish Literature in Finland).
Yearly budgets are circa 33 million euros.

The purpose of the Foundation is to support the cultural and educational activities of the Swedish-
speaking population in Finland. Each year the Foundation awards and distributes grants by means of
support grant systems and investments. In addition, the Foundation organizes conferences on varying
themes for key groups and experts from the arts, education and third-party sectors and issues reports
concerning language and cultural policy. International activities include support of work placements and
residencies. The most significant grants awarded in recent years have included support for the new
Helsinki Music Centre, theatres and fundraising for universities and other educational organizations.
More information in English: www.kulturfonden.fi/eng/.

For more information on this project and for images: www.hel.fi/guggenheim-study.

Contact:

The City of Helsinki Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation
City Hall Eleanor Goldhar / Betsy Ennis
Tapio Kari / Victor Andersson +1 212.423.3840
+358 40.844.6015 / +358 50 358.1271 egoldhar@guggenheim.org
tapio.kari@hel.fi bennis@guggenheim.org
victor.andersson@hel.fi

Helsinki Art Museum
Customer and Press Services
Karri Buchert / Anne Groot
+ 358 50.304.6707 / +358 40.585.7271
karri.buchert@hel.fi
anne.groot@hel.fi


